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UPGRADED FIREFIGHTER EQUIPMENT, APPARATUS, COMMUNICATIONS AND

FACILITIES TO IMPROVE COMMUNITY SERVICE AND SUPPORT

Mountain View Fire &
Rescue, King County Fire
District No. 44 has been
steadily moving forward
on allocated projects

with the $4.0 million of
the voter approved $7.5
million in Unlimited Tax
General Obligation Bonds.
Voters approved the bond
by a 62.73% margin on
November 4, 2008. The
bonds are being utilized to
fund fire fighting life saving
equipment and apparatus,
upgrading district-wide
communications and
information systems

and making capital
improvements to fire
stations and other

district facilities.

“The Mountain View Board
of Fire Commissioners
thanks the voters for their
confidence in Fire District
44’s plan to improve the
community’s service and
safety,” said Commissioner
Jim Farrell.

Here is a recap of the
plan’s projects and
improvements completed
to date and next steps:

EFLO_ SAFES

BE PREPARED!
See page 3 for tips

“We are making great
progress towards
improving the safety
and service level for

citizens and firefighters
and have found several
cost savings measures
for faster, safer and the
right sized response,”
said Chief Smith.
“None of which would
have been possible
without the community’s
support.”

CAPITAL
IMPROVEMENTS

AT FIRE STATIONS
93, 95 AND 96 AND
PHASE 1 OF STATION
96 REPLACEMENT:

® The rehabilitation of the
Station 93 septic system
is complete. The next
step is to initiate the
King County permit
process for upgrading
the roof.

® The storm water system
is in process of being
upgraded at Station
95. The next step is
to initiate the King
County Department
of Development and
Environmental Services
(DDES) permit process.

A contractor has been
chosen to rep|0ce the
roof and will start
work when the weather
improves.

e Safety improvements
have been made and
the generator has been
replaced at Station
96. Safety testing was
performed prior to re-
staffing the station in

June 2009.

* Geological testing
was performed on the
proposed site for new
Station 96 and it was
concluded that only
minor soil mitigation will
be needed to prepare
the proposed site for
construction. The next
step is to finalize site
discussions with the

Muckleshoot Indian Tribe.

COMMUNICATIONS
SYSTEM

® The new phone system
contract consisting of a
centralized phone, data
and computer network
to seven of eight stations
has been signed and is
scheduled to be in place
by January 2010. The
next step is to implement
a preliminary review
of the fire stations
for installation.

SELF CONTAINED
BREATHING
APPARATUS (SCBA)

e 80 new units, air
botﬂes, face masks
and spare parts have
been purchosed and

=

New Self Contained
Breathing Apparatus

are scheduled to be

in service after the
firefighters complete their
training approximately
in January 2010. SCBA
allow firefighters to
work in hazardous
atmospheres and enter
burning structures to
conduct rescue and/

or extinguishment
operations.

Continued on page 2
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Custom pumper shown is similar to the pumper on order

BUNKER GEAR

Various brands of
personnel protective
equipment (PPE) were
evaluated by a contingent
of district firefighters prior
to purchasing the 39 sets of
gear in November. The
evaluation resulted in a
recommendation to stay
with the brand presently in
use. To obtain even better
cost savings and more
favorable pricing, Fire
District 44 joined with

the City of Tacoma in
conjunction with

CUSTOM PUMPER
FIRE APPARATUS

Three pumpers have

been ordered and a pre-
manufacturing inspection
has been completed
successfully. The pumpers
are scheduled to be
delivered in June 2010
and will carry water, hose,
firefighters and equipment
to alarms in the district.
The pumpers will replace a
1979 Mack at Station 97,
a 1981 E-One at Station
93 and a 1981 E-One

presently in reserve at

state bid. Station 95.
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HOLIDAY SAFETY TIPS
FROM MOUNTAIN VIEW

FIRE & RESCUE

TREES

An old or dry Christmas
tree can engulf a room
in flames in a matter

of seconds.

* When purchasing an
artificial tree check for
a “Fire Resistant” label
before purchasing.

e Take home only fresh
live trees, wreaths and
garlands. A fresh tree
should have needles that
do not break when you
bend them, it should be
green and it should keep
most of its needles when
tapped on the ground.

* Be sure to keep plenty of
water in the base of your
tree. Check the water
level daily.

® You may need to cut an
inch or two off the base
of your free so it can
better absorb its water.

* Look for a location that is
away from the fireplace,
portable heaters,
radiators, etc before
putting up your tree.

* Discard of your tree
properly after the
holidays or when it
starts to dry out.

LIGHTS

Christmas lights can cause
an electrical fire when used
improperly.

* Be sure to look and make
sure lights can be used
outdoors before stringing
them up outside.

* Follow all manufacturer
guidelines with lights
and never over load any
circuits.

® Turn your lights off when
you leave the house, they
could short out and start
a fire.

DECORATIONS &
CHILDREN

A child could swallow
decorations or injure
themselves during

the holidays.

* Use the cardboard tube
from a toilet paper roll
to measure if items are
too small for children’s
safety. If the item can fit
in the tube then it is a
possible choking hazard
for young children.

* Be sure fo keep candles
out of reach of children
and away from trees,
drapes, or decorations.

¢ Avoid breakable
decorations so children
won’t cut themselves on
broken glass. Watch
children around your tree
or other decorations, so
they don’t knock items
down on themselves.

® Extinguish all candles
before you leave the
room and be sure to have
them on or in a fireproof
container. There are also
several safe alternatives
to candles that look and
smell like candles.

GREEN RIVER VALLEY FLOOD

THREAT REMAINS

U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers officials
recently stated that recent
improvements at the
Howard Hansen dam on
the Green River have
substantially reduced the
chances of city flooding
in south King County

this winter.

Previously, the Corps put
the chance of flooding in
the Green River Valley at
one in three this winter. But
the repairs have changed
that calculation. Over the
last several months the
Corps has designed interim
safety measures, including
a grout curtain to allow the
dam to hold more water.
The Corps now says there
is a one in 25 chance of
flooding in valley cities
and when downstream
measures on the levees are
factored in, the chance of
flooding in the cities drops
even further to 1 in 33.
The potential for flooding is
reduced but not eliminated
for the middle and upper
Green River Valley in Fire

Districts 47 and 44.

However Wright from the
Army Corps of Engineers
stressed that the threat

was still a big concern.

In a normal winter with

an undamaged dam, the
chances of a Green River
flood would be one in 140,
he said.

“The public’s safety is our
No. 1 priority and Fire
District 44 is preparing for
the flooding risk. How can
you be prepared? Please
follow our community’s tips
and recommendations,”

said Chief Smith.

King County Fire District 44 Chief Smith advised the community on preparing and
evacuating for flooding in a recent public service announcement that is airing on Comcast.

FLOOD PREPARATION
TIPS:

* Make an emergency
plan and assemble an
emergency kit.

® Buy flood insurance now;
it takes 30 days for a
policy to take effect.
Review your current
policy; a standard
insurance policy will not
cover flood damage.

¢ Purchase an AM radio
and NOAA weather
radio with batteries in
case of power outages
for urgent news day and
night. For more details
go to http://www.nws.
noad.gov/nwr/nwrrevr.
htm

® Monitor area news
media for information
if severe weather is
predicted.

e Listen for alerts about
evacuation routes or
find the latest evacuation
route information online
http://www.kingcounty.
gov/safety/FloodPlan.

aspx

* Monitor local road
conditions and obey
closure signs.

* Take a long term supply
of medications with you.

* Have a plan to relocate
animals and livestock out
of harm'’s way.

* To receive e-mail flood or
weather alerts for your
ared you can sign up at
www.MystateUSA.com

e Sign up for flood alerts at
http://green.kingcounty.
gov/FloodAlertSystem/.

MINIMIZE FLOOD
DAMAGE:

e Store valuables and
electronics higher on the
ground floor, on the second
sfory or in your aftic.

e Store chemicals out
of reach of possible
flood waters, or recycle
or dispose of them at
collection facilities.

e Check that underground
storage tanks are sealed
and secure.

* Learn how to use
sandbags and locate
where you can obtain
them. King County
sponsors sandbag events.

¢ Move animals, vehicles
and eguipment to high
ground.

* Keep storm drains free of
leaves and other debris.

¢ Know who to call and
how to protect yourself
if flooding |eocf; to sewer
overflows into homes
and businesses.

JOIN US ON

facebook

Search KCFD #44

. Subscridbe to RPINl.
org and receive alerts
and updates during
emergency events.
Note: When registering
your cell phone or pager
for text based RPIN
alerts, type your 10-digit
number (without dashes
or spaces), the “@”
symbol and your phone

line carrier. Example:
2062225555@verizon.com

® Become a fan on Facebook
(search KCFD #44).

e Follow MtnViewBDFIRE
on Twitter.

FEMA GRANT
CONTRIBUTES
TO NEW MIDI
PUMPER
APPARATUS

Midi pumper shown is similar to the
pumper on order

A Midi Pumper Apparatus
has been purchased and
is being built. KCFD 44
has visited the factory

for a mid-construction
inspection. The apparatus
is being purchased from
funds through a FEMA
Grant and matching
funds from KCFD 44. The
pumper is scheduled to
be delivered in December
2009. See www.kcfd44.
org for progress photos.
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